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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-3, 5-6, and 10-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Mault (US Pub No: 2003/0208409). 

As to claim 1, Mault discloses information retrieval system comprising (Fig. 1): a 
base station "Fig. 1, item 16" having stored information (col. 5, par. [0046]); 
wireless communication links between said base station and one or more display 
stations (col. 5, par. [0047], a display 28 to show a menu listing); speech 
recognition circuits at each of said display stations (col. 5, par. [0058]); and 
control means such that said system will respond to a user's voice command 
"col. 6, par. [0059], voice recognition can be used to enter a menu choice" 
by retrieving requested information from said base station and displaying it on 
said display station (col. 6, par. [0059-0066]). 

As to claim 2, Mault further discloses the information retrieval system of claim 1 
wherein said wireless communication links "col. 9, par. 0098], possibly 
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equipped with Bluetooth wireless communication'' are bi-directional 
channelized links that can operate simultaneously without interfering with one 
another (col. 9, par. [0098]). 

As to claim 3, Mault further discloses the information retrieval system of claim 1 
wherein said retrieved information includes both visual and aural information (col. 
6, par. [0059]). 

As to claim 5, Mault further discloses the information retrieval system of claim 1 
and including information that is received and relayed to said display stations via 
said base station, said relayed information including broadcast information "GPS 
capability" and information available on external networks (col. 9, par. [0091- 
0094]). . 

As to claim 6, Mault discloses a display station having a wireless link to an 
information source comprising (Fig. 2): a flexible substrate having light emitting 
circuits "Fig. 2, col. 5, par. [0047]," imprinted thereon to form a flexible display 
screen (col. 5, par. [0055]); and electronic circuits mounted on said flexible 
substrate including speech recognition circuits (col. 5, par. [0058], display drivers, 
and a radio frequency transceiver "Fig. 2, item 30" to implement said wireless 
link (col. 5, par. [0047]). 
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As to claim 10, Mault further discloses the display station of claim 6 wherein 
said electronic circuits also include the ability to drive sound-generating devices 
(col. 2, par. [0016]). 

As to claim 11, the claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 1. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mault in view of Uppaluru (US Pub No: 2002/0080927). 

As to claim 4, Mault discloses all the limitation in the information retrieval system 
of claim 1. However, Mault does not disclose including the ability to authenticate 
users by their voice signature, and further to withhold the display of information if 
a user is not authenticated. 

Uppaluru discloses including the ability to authenticate users by their voice 
signature, and further to withhold the display of information if a user is not 
authenticated (col. 1, par. [0002]). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the ability 
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to authenticate users by their voice signature as taught by Uppaluru to the 
system of Mault in order to access of the information stored in the voice web 
using voice commands and input. 

5. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over xx 
in view of Valdes (US Pub No: 2002/0167536). 

As to claim 7, Mault does not disclose the display station of claim 6 wherein said 
electronic circuits are contained in a box that hangs below said display screen, 
causing it to hang straight. 

Valdes discloses wherein said electronic circuits are contained in a box that 
hangs below said display screen, causing it to hang straight (col. 3, par. [0044]. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide the electronic circuits are contained in 
the box as taught by Valdes to the system of Mault in order to prevent of damage 
the electronic circuits. 

6. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
xx in view of Vincent (US Pub No: 2004/0095309). 

As to claim 12, Mault discloses a method for retrieving visual information 
comprising the following steps (Fig. 1): providing a base station "Fig. 1, item 16" 
having stored information (col. 5, par. [0046]); providing one or more display 
stations in wireless communication with said base station (col. 5, par. [0047], a 
display 28 to show a menu listing); commanding by voice said display station 
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to request information (col. 5, par. [0055-0058]); viewing said requested 
information on said extended display (col. 6, par. [0059-0066]). However, Mault 
does not specifically disclose said display stations having retractable displays; 
extending one of said retractable displays to an operating position, and retracting 
said extended display into said display station. 

Vincent specifically discloses said display stations having retractable displays 
(col. 10, par. [0107]); extending one of said retractable displays to an operating 
position (col. 9, par. [0100], user convenience it may be advantageous to 
have a retractable screen), and retracting said extended display into said 
display station (col. 8, par. [0091], and col. 9, par. [0100-0101]). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the display stations having retractable displays as 
taught by Vincent to the system of Mault in order to make high resolution 
displays. 

7. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mault in view of Blum (US Pub No: 2002/0156634). 

As to claim 13, Mault does not disclose the method of claim 1 1 and including the 
step of listening to aural information provided by said base station and delivered 
at said display station. 

Blum discloses that including the step of listening to aural information 
provided by said base station and delivered at said display station (See abstract, 
voice-responsive display). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
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to aural information as taught by Blum to the system of Mault in order to hear the 
message by voice-responsive display. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 8-9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

As to claim 8, the prior art of record do not disclose the display station of claim 6, 
including means for winding up said flexible display screen. 
Dependent claim 9 is objected for the same reason. 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to PHUOC H. DOAN whose telephone number 
is 571 -272-7920. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 AM - 6:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, LESTER G. KINCAID can be reached on 571-272-7922. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 



Phuoc Doan 
07/17/05 
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SUPERVISORY PRIMARY EXAMINE^ 



